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IKnow it cannot but ſeem 
- {ſtrange-that I ſhould pals 


lover all the brave men that 


| chievments or Civil Go- 

> vernance, or ſuch who ( as 

FF it is call'd ) have been zea- 

= lous for the Reformation of 

Religion and worſhip, ( though there be ſome rea- 

ſon to ſuſpect that a great part of them were unwari- 

ly heated into that garb upon State Deſigns) and 

undertake to write of a poor contemptible Shooma- 

ker, whoſe Bones are ſcarce dry enough to take up 

for Reliques; being not much above twenty years 
ſtanding among the dead. 

I confeſs I am very ſenſible of my adventure here- 

in, eſpecially in giving forth any man to be a Saint 


B without 
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without the Fiat of the Clergy, and that my ſelf run 
a great hazard of being transformed int#8a Deyill by 
their Execrations and ARNE. 

Yet it being my happineſs to be born aa Engliſh. 
man, and my Birth-rith a4 be judg'd by my - 4 
Peers , I ſhall try the danger of a Relation of the 
wonderfull Providences wherein this man was conver. 
ſant; and though pros he may be accounted ng 
Saint, yet it may leſſen his eſteem of being a peſti- 
lent Heretick. I 

I de notwithſtanding with much ſubmiſſion crave 
pardon of my noble friends of that reverend cloth, 
in this my appeal toall Chriſtians for their judge- 
ments in the Canonization of him, and would haye 
them believe that I am not ſo ill read in the Father: 
and Conncills, as not to think the power of admiſſi- 
on into the Calender and the red paint-box, are 
Synodical juriſdictions, and ſolely intruſted with 
them, with that other bunch of the Keyes of the big- 
ger Heaven; But it having been this mans misfortune 
to be ſomthing plain in his expreſſions about a few 
ſmall Errors in their pretences to pomp and power 
( which he (ſilly ignorant man having not taſted 
their ſweetneſs ) thought unbeſecmin Be Evange- 
like meekneſs and lowlineſs ) cn to have leda 
Saint-like life, and in much ſweet communion with 
God, 1 am forced out of that diſobligation he hath 
g1ven, to wave for the preſent their Patritian Power, 
and preſent him a Candidate to- the Tribunes and 
Commonalty of Chriſtians. | 

As for many who in theſe laſt Ages have termed 


themſelves Saints, and the redeemed ones , what 


ſhift 


| 
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ſhift God may make with them in Heaven, I know 
not ( he can do much; ) but 1i | may ſpeak unfeign- 
edly,they are ſo unmortified,and untrue of word and 
deed, that they are found untoward m:mbers tor a 
true Common-Wealth and civil Society here on 
Earth. 

But that I may give ſome account of my underta- 
king this buſineſs. 

Truly having found many things obſcure in this 
man's Writings,others highly honeſt, pious,juſt,and 
of much improvement to that equal, humane, ſocia- 
ble principle ( to which I have devoted all what I 
have, a ſervant till the true Bridegroom appear. to 
take me up toa better ſociety ) I thought, that an 
inquiry 1nto, and a ſhort Relation of his Lite, would 
be no little advantage to itir up the more ſearching 
Spirits to a thorough weighing ot all that he hath 

ubliſhed; and being herein furnihed with ſome 
Laps by the ingenuous Publiſher of his W orks, Mr, 
Blunden, | laid aſide a few dates to fit the Materials 
that were ſent me in an order accommodate for a 
rentle and willing Reader. 

It may very well be obſerved, that who-ever ap- 
peared tothe Worldin a true Godlike form, and 
ſolely in that pure ſpiritual miniſtration, it hath the 
greateſt Antipathy, and Diſtaſte towards them 
that can posſibly be imagined ; nay in the whole 
Creation there are not two Frames of beings ſo per- 
teRly contrary, and engaged to each others deſtru- 
ion,as are theſe two. 


It 1s very true, that Moſes, Foſhua, Samuel, Da- 


vid, and others, came forth in this life, in much 


B 2 applauſe 


Y 
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applauſe, but had therewithall a dlggacioc to the 

temporal Magiſtracy, wherein by God's good poy. 
er they led the people through many ſtraits , made 
them victorious , gave them houſes, Lands, men 
and mayd-ſervants, and repute amongſt the Nati 
ons round about; all which allayed and leſſened the 
hate which the divine form, 1n which they lived, ne- 
ceſlarily produceth. 

And yet for all this, ſome of them had dyed ug- 
der the peoples hands, had not the good God entry- 
ſted with them, upon deſperate mutinys , miracy- 
lous workings beyond the production of ordinary 
men, to give a ſtop to the heady rage of the multi 
tude. | 

Burt as for thoſe that in theſe laſt generations he 
hath ſent with this plain uncouth meflage to Man- 
kind, to bid him fight and contend, tell him he ſhall 
' have Heaven, aloy, a Paradiſe, a Land, a Territo- 

' ry, a Kingſhip; but that all this is in himſelf, che 
Land is himſelf, that it 1s 1n the Devills poſlesſien, 
there he rules , and lives, and guides there, that with 
him he muſt encounter, and caſt him forth , elſe his 
expected Heaven will turn into a Hell; theſe are'di{- 
mal Meſlengers of odious things, eſpecially to thoſe 
that in their ſeveral forms of Religion have been 
promiſed eternal happineſs at a far cheaper rate. 

And indeed would it not grieve any Soul to have 
the fair aſſurance to ſo brave a Country, that it hath 
under ſeal received from the indulgent hands of its 
Ghoſtly Father, taken from it, and put upon the ne- 
ceſlary paſlage of ſuch a direfull Wilderneſs ? I ap- 


peal to the World, whether theſe Meſſengers of - 
V 
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vill tydings do not wel deſerve to be crucified, and 
the Doctrine of Merit and Imputation reſtored to 
their antient dignity. 

But 1 hope the mercifull God hath ( at leaſt in 
this Nation) muzzel'd the devourer and perſecuter, 
and that it ſhall be lawfull for each one modeſtly to 
proclame an orderly Turnament for his Miſtris Opi- 
nion or Reputation of his wronged Friend, the Gi. 
vil Power ſitting as Judges of the Field, that no- 
thing be attempted againſt the Publique Peace and 
cholen Laws of the Nation ; and ' under that confi- 
dence, and to thoſe judges too, I venture upon, and 
ſubmit this enſuing Relation. 

There 1s a little Market town in the upper Luſa- 
tia, nam'd Old Seidenburg diſtant from Gorlitts about 
a mile and an halt, in which lived a man called Fa- 
| cob, who had to wife one _ : people they were 

of the pooreſt ſort, yet of ſober and honeſt demea- 
nour. [nthe'year 1575 they had a Son, whom 
they likewiſe named Facob; his Education and bree- 
ding was ſuitable to their Wealth ; His firſt imploy- 
ment being the care of the cemmon cattle amongſt 
the reſt of the youths of the Town: But, when grown 
elder, he was plac'd at School , where he learnt to 
read and write, and was from thence put an Ap- 
prentice to a Shoomaker in Gorlitts, with whom ha- 
ving ſerved histime , in the year 1594 he took to 
wife one Katherine the daughter of Fohn Hunſh- 
man a Citizen of Gorlitts; by her he had four Sons, 
living in the ſtate of Matrimony thirty years : His 
Sons he did in his life time place to ſeveral honeſt 


Trades.He fell ſick in Silefia of a hot burning Ague, 


contracted 
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contracted by too much drinking of Water, but was 
at his deſire brought to Gorlitts, and there dyed in 
1624. being neer fifty years old, and was buried in 
the Church-yard: Over his Grave was erected this 
following Device , ſent from a friend out of Sileſia, 
A black wooden Croſs ( the particular form of 
which, as it was coppyed at the place where it {re- 
mains, appears at the end of this diſcourſe) with the 
Hebrew name FHSY H and twelve golden 
Beams incompasſing it, under. which reſted a child 
on a dead-mans head with the Arms placed on its 
ſides with theſe eight letters, /,H.I.L.T.CT.V un- 
derwritten. On a broad Ovall Circle or Field, were 
written theſe follov'ing words, Born of God, died 
in F HSF H,, ſealed with the Haly Ghoſt , doth = 
here lacob Behmen of Old Seidenburgh , who, the 
ſeventeenth of November , about - tx of the clock in 
the forenoon, fifty years of age , bleſſedly departed. 

At the Right hand trom the South ſide,was pain- 
ted a black Eagle on a high Rock , who trod with 
his Left foot on the head ofa great Serpent wound 
together;in the Right foot he held a branch of Palm, 
and in his Beak the branch of a Lilly , which was 
reacht to him out of the Sun, beſides which was 
written this word V I DL. 

On the Left ſide of the Croſs from the North, 
ſtood a Lion, having on his head a Croſs and a 
Crown, placed with his Right hin-foot en a Cube, 
with the Left on a Globe,in his Right fore-Paw, he 
held a flaming Sword, in his Left, a burning Heart, 
by him was written this word VI CT. 


In the midſt under the Ovall Field,upon the me 
0 
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of the Croſs ſtood a Lamb with a Biſhops Infule 


under a Palm-tree by a water-ſpring ina green pa- 
ſture, feeding among the Flowers , where ſtood 
VENXL 

At laſt there ſtood beneath, near the Earth , up- 
wards the Croſſes tree, his laſt words, Now goT hence 
into Paradiſe. | 

This Hieroglyphical Monument had remained 
but a while, but been razed and imbezled by the 
rude hands of the envious, who would have laviſh- 
ed their impotent wrath againſt the bleſſed Author 
on this painted wood, and diſcovered their hate to 
the memory of his goodneſs whom they would long 
before have crucifyed, had not heand it been prote- 
Red under the indulgent hands of a wiſe Magiſtracy. 

For certainly ſuch and fo inſociable are the Reli- 
210us of the World, that each would in high appe- 
tite devour other, and miſpend the pretious Race 
of mankind in mutual Slaughters, did not the good 
God enter into the noble Reaſon of Man, and ſet up 
in power the meek and the neighbourly dictates 
thereof, to curb the bold claims of tyrannous fan- 
cy, which doth by its impoſtorous Opinion -unman 
the Creature, and countenance him to a& over all 
his immoral and untutor'd Luſfts under pretence 
of Conſcience and religious Zeal. 

As to the outward perſonage of the man whoſe 
life I now write, I may truly ſay it was not fuch as 
was amiable among the Children of men; Yet ſo 
hath God in his Providence frequently diſpoſed his 
9ifts, and made Stewards thereot., ſuch as in mans 


eye could not by the Symmetry of face,and com po- 


ure 
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ſure of behaviour, take upon truſt the meaneſt of- 
fice. 

One would have thought that the W iſdome and 
' Honeſty of Eſop and Socrates had deſerved better 
Caſes; yet in ſuch heaps of Limbs hath God had 
his Treaſure, that nothing might be ſtoln from his 
Glory, and attributed to the decent and accommo- 
date proportion ofa well-timber'd "aj 5 

His Stature was exceeding little , he had a low 
Forehead, his Temples prominent, his Noſe large 
and Gibbous, his Eyes grey and ſomewhat gliſtering, 
his Beard thin and ſhort, and his Voice low. 

This is what I have learnt of the natural Relations 
and Imployment of this Inſtrument , by whom i 

leaſed God in this laſt time to bring ſo much Know- 
edge into the World.Concerning his ſecond Birth, 
and Shape, and what was in order thereunto remar- 
kable , I ſhall crave aleaf or twomore in the relati- 
on , finding therem many things obſervable -and 
ſtrange, yetſuch as may peradventure bring ſome 
diſtaſte to perſons not verſed in the general Provi- 
dence of God; who believe that he hath confined his 
Mercy and Bounty to their miniſtrations, and like 
willfull Children are wayward and peeviſh if their 
Father uſe indulgence to any but themſelves, or out 
of his uſual order. _ 

As in all men that have appeard tothe World in 
accompliſhments beyond Acquiſition and Keaſon , 
it hath pleas'd God to uſher them on with ſome mi- 
raculous and extraordinary dypenſations, and to 

lace a Hand or Star over againſt them, to lead the 
Worlds eye thitherward to obſreve his work; fo 
was 


_ 
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| was it with Facob Behmen,for while he was a Herd- 
boy,in the heat of mid-day retiring from his playfel- 
lows to a little ſtony Crag hard by, call'd the Lands 
Crown , where the natural ſituation of the Rock 
had made a ſeeming incloſure of ſome part of the 
Mountain, finding an entrance into it, he went in, 
and-ſaw there a great wooden veſlell full of mony, 
at which ſight, being 1n a ſuddain aſtoniſhment, he 
did in haſt retire, not moving his hand thereinto, 
and came and related his Fortune to the reſt of 
the Boyes, who coming up along with him,ſoughe 
often, and with much diligence, an Entrance , but 
never found any; though ſome years after, a Fo- 
rein Artiſt, as Facob himſelf related , skill'd in the 
finding out ſuch Magick Treaſures, took away the 
fame,and thereby much enriche himſelf, yer periſh- 
ed by an infamous death, that treaſure being lodg- 
ed there, and it ſeems laid cover'd with a Curſe to 
the finder and taker away. 

Truly when I conſider of Solomon's Viſion , and 
the firſt offer that God made him , which was 
to chooſe his Riches, I cannot but think there 
was a debauching Conduct of this tender Youth 
into this Cave of Pluto ; Our Saviour had ten- 
dered him the World and the Glory thereof , 
which was affair offer had the condition been any 
thing tolerable, though I afluredly believe few ob- 
tain 1t at leſle rate. 

Certainly Mahomet was at firſt, in his great re- 
tirements and Devotions, of ſome realty, and had 
not forecaſt that filthy Religion , with which he 
hath now infected a great he of the World ; but 


falling ſhort in his trial and temptation, he yielded 
C himſelf 
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himſelf to the Prince of this World, and had 
by him a Worſhip fram'd ſuitable to 1ts Domi- 
nion. 

Nor was, I believe, Ignatius Loyola ( that offence 
of Chriſtendome ) ( when he firſt had ſight of his 
ill-ſpent life, and wander'd about the World, prea- 
ching Repentance to all people, in a poor and wile 
K ayment, and was in his firſt Miniſtration , ap- 
prehended in Spain, and impriſon'd , becauſe he 
preacht without Order , and Misfion from the 
Prince of the worlds Religion ) ſuch as after he 

rov d to be, fainting under the Temptation , and 
diſtruſting the Providence of God that had fent 
him; for from that time he retired to the Schools, 
and ſought helps to an Evangelick Miniſtration 
from thence , diſvaluing that open Fountain, in 
whoſe Will and ObeBinice if he had waited in 
patience, and not grown weary of urging over 
and over that plain Meſlage Repent and amend, 
which was put in his mouth , he had without all 
doubt proved an Inſtrument of great uſe , and not 
(as now Himſelf and his Followers are become) 
meer State tools , and movers of the ſecret Engins 
of Sedition, Murder, and Bloodſhed throughout 
all Europe. 

By the way, I may not paſs the natural part of 
this unuſual paſſage of our young Prophet into the 
Entrailes of the Earth , which without doubt 
would not have been, were not thoſe places 1in- 
habited, and the Creatures that dwell therein com- 
manded to be miniſtring Spirits in the preſent 
temptation. The Mole lives in his Hill , and the 
induſtrious Ant hath her little Cottage , __ 

tnan 
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thanche Surface of the Earth,and the biggerMoun- 
tains ( whether thrown up by thein; | will not diſ- 


ute ) are the dwellings of other Creatures , ſome 
foded there by confinement, or their own choice , 


others born and'Bred in the Earth,who: delight in 
places abounding with ſtrong Metalhne and Mi- 
neral Vapours; both'as;ſuttable to their natures, and 
where the caſual lying*of the Rocky Ore ,makes 
handſome Caverns and Chambers .for theſe. dark- 
ſom Gueſts, - * * 144 | 
The-Mountain Heela in fand ( if Hiſtory may - 
be credited \15'the'place of ſome greater reſidence . 
than, ordinary fortheſe ſulferraneal Spirits; for to 
Paſfengers that come chither, are frequent -appea- 
rances of their ftiends thar have died violent. deaths, 
by W ater, Fire, or-the Sword, coming, unto” them 
1n their familiar Qarb;- Infomuch' as FO that are 
not accuſtomed tat, ſaluting themHks alive , deſire 
their corapanies home, towhich they anſwer with 
a deep ſigh, they'muſt return to Heela, and imme- 
diatly. vaniſh. Wets, apes | 
Nor's:the Aery/Region-disfurniſht. of its Inha- 
bitang Spirits; Some ofrhe:Fewiſh Rabbins ſpy, that 
by the creation of the Fowls: of Heaven mentioned 
in Genefss;18 underſtood not thoſe only whoſe Bo- 
dies we fee, and catch, and feed upon, ut that far 
more numerous Progeny: of Aerial: Spirits: ladg'd 
in Vehicles of a thinner-ſpun thred than is ( other> 
wile than by "condenſation ): viſible' to qur dim 
 +TheretifI remember right ) a Diet,and'order 
prefcrib'd in, Agrippa,with certain Rules, which ob- 
ſerving, you may in-this Body obtain the ſight of, - 
6 Go 2 | and 
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and ſpeech with, thoſe Aerial Spirits, which many, 
forlaking: their thirſt after the Kingdome of Hea- 
ven, have ambitiouſly long'd for; As for my, ſelf, I 
never defird to try the truth of his experiment, bur 
had much rather ( at leaſtrill I be uncas'd, and up- 
on equal tearms with them ) fit talking with my 
Wife, and play at put-pin with my Children, than 
adventure upon ſuch unwafrantable converſe. ; 
Thoſe familiar Spirits. conſulted with by ſome 
Fewiſh women: under the old Teſtament, tis not 
certain they were Devills , | yet 1s their Society, as 
. unworthy the noble Race of: Mankind, forbidden 
under a ſevere penalty;S6me think, becauſe though 
long-liv'd, yet wanting an immoral Soul, or at keaſt 
the life of immorrality, the Image of God , and fo 
more likely zo debauch Mankind into their imper- 
fections, than contribute any thing to his improy- 
ment, there beihg nothing of worth ; he may not 
be better taught. by God , his own induſtrious 
ſearch, or inſtruction of his fellow Creatures of his 
own kind, than by thoſe inferior Pedagogues ; be- 
ſides, thoſe other Helljſh' Spirits (the ſworn ene-- 
mies of God and man Ytoo oft intruding themſelves | 
into theſe familtaricies, and man being inidanger of - 
being drawn into-Idolatry by thole diſcoveries 'of 


ſecrets and gher wonders, wherewith they uſually - 4 F 


delude the beſotted multitude, into an opinion of 
their Deity. Burt co return to ourlewer Region. 
There was ( as I have heard the Story credibly- 
reported in this Country) a man apprehended 
for ſuſpitien of Witchcraft , he was of that fort 
| 'weeall white-witches , which*-are ſuch as" do! 
Cures beyond the, Ordinary reaſons and dedut- 


on : 
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ons of our uſual Practitieners , and are ſuppoſed 
{and molt part of them truly)co do the fame by 
the miniſtration of 'Spirits { fFom whence , under 
their noble favour, moſt Sciences at firſt grew ) and . 
therefore are upon good reaſon provided againſt by 
our Civit Laws, as being waies full of danger and 
deceit, and ſcarce ever otherwiſe obtain'd that by a 
deviliſh Compact of the Exchange of ones Soul to 
that asſiftant Spirit for the honour of its Mounte- 
bankery ) what this ' man' did was with a white 
powder, which he ſaid , he receiv'd from the Fay- 
ries,and that going toa hill he knocked three times, 
and che hill opened,and he had acceſs to, and con- 
verſe with, a viſible people ; and offer, that if any 
Gentleman preſent would either-go himſelf in per- 


. fon, orſend his fervant,he would condud them thi- 


ther, and ſhew them the place and perſons from 


' whence he had his $kll. 


I know no manifeſt violence it would do to 
Wn St. Matthew and Luke, if '« 56 - were 
interpreted irito a Mountain, for Pluto the God of 
Riches, and the World, hath there his habitation, 
gold.filver,pretioug ſtones, iron,copper, are in reali- 
ty the Kingdom ofthe wotld,and the glory of it,the 
means of : manape,obtaining,and keeping of the 
fame; mankind is either bought or beaten mto ſub-' 
x&ion, the noble Reaſon , in which principle all 
men ate Kings,rule alwaies, and are alwates fubje&t, 
being yet bound in Lufts, or vitiated in its pupt- 
lage by fanatick Impoſtures. in looſe and unbot- 
tom'd Credences, | 
. - Burl will not cloy the Reader with Hiſtories 
rallel to this, but give him one for all; which 1s as 


olloweth. In 
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In the year 1570-; there livd at a place call 
Schweintz 1n Sileſia, a man calld Faceb Behre , þ, 
was of a ſober Life. and, holy-Converſation , and 
much $kill'd in the Chymical and. Magick learn. 
ing. | 
This man having left.the affairs of the World, 
and retir d into. privacy and contemplation , was 
on a day walking by-himſelf at the Zotten, whichis 
a Mountain not far diſtant from that City ; where, 
he falling into attentive conſideration. of the won- 
derfull workings of God in. Nature, there lay open 
before him a paſſage into the Mountain, -in which 
| heentring confidently, to view what things there 
were extraordinary , when he as gotten a good 
way withia the ſame, there came againſt him a cold 
vehement wind, which cauſed throughout, his Bo- © 
dy a horrid CIs __ which, adviſing with 
himſelf, he was induc'd to believe that tho. place ' 
was kept by a power greater than wherewithall hc 
could, in the ſtrength of his natural facule 
counter. - # 


He therefore at that time retired . and 4 


lyed 
himſelf in.prayer to God, that if it were his 17: ; 
he would make known unto him 'the Wonders of 
the Earth, and protect him in his. Soul and Body: 
.--4A the ſearch after the ſame, and wholly ſubmutcing 
 1tto-his will, and moving whether he ſhould again 
approach thoſe ſecret Habitations, and ſeek his Glo-: 
ry in the veiw of his Works and Wonders; 4. 
Having after his prayer for ſome time hearken'd' 
and attended unto the dictate of the divine will 10: 
himſelf, he was at laſt ſurpriz'd with a ſuddiin de; 
ſire and heat in attempting the fame, and on a Sun- 


day. 
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day morning he goes tothe Mountain , and finds 
the place at which he formerly entred , and with 
joy and hope went on till he came to a narrow way 
betwixt two ſtone-walls; the paſſage was. ſomthing 
uneven, ſometimes aſcending,ſomtimes deſcending, 
one while broad, then again narrowing it ſelf , and 
on the wall-ſides it ſeemed to him as though there 
were bright ſhining pieces, as' though it had been 
emboſled with ſilver, Studds,at the end of this une- 
veneſs was a long Gallery equal below and above. 

Throughout this his ſecond attempt he felt no 
reſiſtance as formerly, but a bright ſhine went be- 
fore him, till he arriv'd at a Gate that was (hut; here 
in the ſame confidence, and repoſe in God's Power 
and Goodneſs, he knock'd thrice, at the laſt time of 
which, the Gate open'd, and within he beholds 
( with ſome amazement) three tall men, decayed in 
Body, ſiting one over againſt the other at a round 
Table, they had on their heads old-faſhion'd Ger- 
man Bonnets , their looks were ghaſtly and quive- 
ring,ſeeming to be in an exceeding ſad condition,on 
the Table there lay before them a Book , cover'd 
with black velvet, ſhut with Claſps, 

Reader, thou wilt believe this man had a good beart, 
and was kept ſtedy by a power beyond the higheſt effef 
of gg 6 durſt I ſo near the 4, 
Hell. 

He looking a while on them ( having his cruſt 
in God, whole protection is not limited by the 
ſurface of the Earth ) approacheth near , and faith 
unto them, Peace be unto you; they reply d, Here is 
no Peace; he ſteps another ſtep nearer and faith , 


'Peare be unto you in the name of the Lord, at _ 
emey 
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they trembling and faltering in Speech , again re- 


plyed, Here is no Peace; He comes yet nearer cloſe 
co the Table,and ſaith , Peace be unto you in the name 
of the Lord Feſus Chriſt; at which words they were 

ruck with terror, and ſeeming to be ſurpriz'd with 
a ſuddain aſtoniſhment, they reply'd only with ſi- 
lence ; But one of them takes the black book & laies 
it before him, which he opening reads the Title , 
which was, T he book of Obedience ; and reading no 
further, he enquires who they were; they anſwer'd, 
T hey knew not; He further asked them of the reaſon 
of their confinement to 'that place, they reply'd, 
T hey expetted the ſevere judgment of God in the con- 
dign puniſhment of their offences, He deſires he may 
know what offence they had committed, that they 
expected ſuch a weight of puniſhment; They look- 
ing towards a Curtain, intimated that he might 
there ſee what they had committed; 

He approaching to the Curtain,draws the ſame, 
and finds abundance of all murtherous weapons, 
much old Goods, partly decay'd with Age, able to 
furniſh a Shop of all trades, beſides the Bones and 
Carkaſles of men, and much other Reliques , not 
unlike thoſe that in a Cave of a Mountain were 
once found in the Biſhoprick of Cullen , beſides the 
Haunt of a notorious T hief , that had committed 
nine hundred and ſixty Murthers, intending to 
make them up a thouſand, but was prevented by a 
deſerved Execution; which givesa great probabi- 
lity to believe that theſe perſons were in their life 
time Moſs-I roopers, High-way men, or Souldiers 
of Fortune ; For by the Sileftan Chronicles it ap- 


pears, that uppon this Z'otten was a Garriſon'd Ca- 
TE ſtle 
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ſtle that was called the thieving Caſtle, the ruins of 
which, and the Remains of dangerous paſlages.are 
apparent to this day, 

Facob Bebre, ſeeing their diſmal crime,demanded - 
If this were the Treaſure they had in their life time 
layd up,they replyed, Yea. 
| Heasked If they were yet ſenſible they were bad 

Works, they acknowledg'd it. 

He further urging Whether they were ſorry for 
the ſame, they gave no anſwer thereto, only fell in- 
co a trembling, 

He yet queſtioning them Whether oo believ'd 
that _ eeds were a duty upon them, they con- 
fefled 1t. | 

And deſiring to know their intention towards 
goodnels, if occaſion offer'd it ſelf, whether they 
would turn good men,they ſaid T hey knew not: 

After which replies, He told them that God was 
the higheſt good, that his. Works were: as Himſelf 
Man eſpecially he:had created to be a Fellow-work- 
er with him in Goodneſs , and that if they would 
come forth in the Will , and defire, to be Inſtru- 
ments of God, no doubt there would be mercifull 
acceptance, 

At his Speech there ſeemed in them great per- 
plexity and alteration,as willif,yet uncertain whe- 
ther to obey his Counſel or not. | 

Bur the hour of his ſtay being expired , he could 
no longer attend; but after he had laid open to them 
the Myſtery of Chriſt's Death and deſcent into 
Hell, and promiſed, if the Lord would, he would a- 
gain viſit them that day ſeven-night, He departed 


from thence. What happened further at his ſe- 
| D cond 
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cond coming, isnot.related, but thus much is writ- 
ten from his own Mouth by a man worthy of & 
ſteem, ro whom he communicated 1t , and after 
his death confirmed by his Wife, to whom at hy 
coming from thence he had made it- known , with 
ſome other things of note, one of which , that of. 
ten-times by Night ſhe ſaw a bright Light a- 
bout his Bed , whereat ſhe being amaz'd he com- 
forted her, telling her it was the Holy Protecti- 
on of God , an Angel-guardian, which, through 
his earneſt prayer , was granted him for his Com- 
fort and Society ; whereupon her fear ceaſed , and 


ſhe reſted ſatisfied in the Love and Goodhieſs of 


God. 

When I conſider all theſe Stories together, 
they bring into my.mind thoſe places of St, Peter , 
That Chriſt went after his death: to preach to the 
Spirits in Priſon that were diſabedient in the days 
of Noah; And that other place, For this cauſe 
was the CGoſpell preached tothe'dead; And that of 
St. Paul, W hy are ye baptized for the Dead if &&c. 

| The vulgar Latine reads the firſt place in one 
Copy wt fuerunt in carne in diebus Nox , inſtead 
of Q ut fuerunt in carcere; | 

And truly it ſeemes worth the obſerving, that 


no Spirits are conMitted to theſe Subterraneal + 


Gaoles and confinement , but ſuch as have either 
for notorious ſins, died violent deaths, or been 
themſelves Man-ſlayers. 

The conſideration of which,\might in ſome mea- 
ſure 'alay the heat of the Martial men of this world, 
in-their endeayours to rule by that means, and -put 
them upon a dligencein the improvement of Rea- 
ſon 
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| nin the juſt manage of affairs intruſted with 
them; and by theſe arms to ſubject the reaſon, and 
preſerve the outward peace of Mankind ; rather 
than by Murthers and Bloodſhed, acted frequent- 
ly upon infirm and weak grounds, adventure ſuch 
2 direfull impriſonment, as ſeems to- appertain to 
the unwarrantable ſlaughter of our fellow-Crea- 
tures. 

But to return to our Auhor , when he had a 
while been an Apprentize, his Maſter and his Mi- 
iris being abroad, there came a Stranger to the 
Shop , of a reverent and grave Countenance, 
yet in mean Apparrell , and taking up a pair of 
 Shoos, defir'd to buy the ſame; the " fa being 

ſaree got higher than the ſweeping of .the Shop , 
and carrying Coles, would not preſume to et a 
Rate for the ſame, told him his Maſter and Miſtris 
were not within, and himſelf durſt not adventure 
the ſale of any thing without their Order; 

But the Stranger 1being very 1mportugate , he 
ofterr'd them at a price, which if he got, he was cer- 
. tain would ſave himſelf harmleſs in the parting 

from them; ſuppoſing alſo thereby to be rid, of the 
importunate Ck; But the old man paid 
down-the mony, took the Shoos,and departed from 
the Shop a little way, where ſtanding ſtill , with a 
loud and an,earneft voyce, he call'd, Facob, Facob, 
come forth : The Boy within hearing the voyce, 
came forth in much affrightment, at firſt amaz'd at 
the Strangers familiar compellation of him by his 
Chriſtian name, but recolleting himſelfhe went to 
him; The man with a ſevere but friendly Counte- 
nance , fixing his eyes upon him ( which were 


D 2 bright 


W——_ RN A 


— 


THE LIFE OF 
bright and ſparkling ) took him by his Right hang 


and ſaid to him; 

Tacob, thou art little, but ſhalt be great. and becq, 
anot her man, ſuch an one as at whom the World ſhy 
wonder. Therefore be Pious, fear {ous and reverens 
his Word; read diligently the holy Scriptures , wherej 
you have comfort and inſtruction: for thou muſt endy, 
much miſery, and poverty, and ſuffer perſecution, by 
be couragious and perſevering , for God loves, and i 
gratious unto thee ; And therewithall presſing his 
hand, he lookt with a bright ſparkling eye fixed in 
his face, and departed. | 

This Prediction took deep impresſion in Jac 
mind, made him bethink himſelf and grow ſeriow 
in his Actions, keeping his Thoughts moving in 
conſideration of the Caution he had recev'd Bk 
that man of ſuch uncouth demeanour. 

So that from thence forward, he did much more 
frequent the publick hearing of the Word, and 
profited well therein, in the outward reformation of 
his life, and ſeriouſly conſidering with himſelf that 
Speech of our Saviour , Luke 11.13. My Father 
which is in Heaven will give the. Spirit to him that 
asketh bim, He was thereby throughly awaken'd in 
himſelf, and put forward to defire that promiſed 
Comforter, and continuing in that earneſtnels , he 
was at laſt, as is his own expresſion, environ'd with | 
a divine Light for ſeven dayes together, and ſtood m 
the higheſt contemplation and kingdom of joies ; and 
this happen'd to him while he was with his Maſter 
in the Country about the affairs of his vocation. 

W hen the Viſion and Revelation was paſs 'd by 


him, he grew more and more acuradly attentive to 


his 
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his Duty to God and his Neighbour - frequented 
the Church carefully,read the Scriptures, and hiv'd 
in all obſervance to outward Miniſtrations; - Scurri- 
lous and Blaſphemous words he would rebuke,even 
in his own Maſter, who was ſomwhart intempe- 
rat of his tongue, and from day to day (continuing 
upon his watch, he A after the Chriſtian 

owth,becoming,by his contrariety of Manners, a 
Won and deriſfion tothe World: and at the laſt his 
own Maſter being not able to bear a Reprover fo 
neer home, in that relation ſet him at liberty, with 
free permisſion to ſeek his livelihood as him beſt 
liked. 

After this, about the year 1600. in the twenty 
fift year of his age, he was again ſurrounded by the 
Divine Light, and repleniſh'd with the Heavenly 
Knowledge; Infomuch as going abroad into the 
Fields, to a Green before Neys-Gate, at Gorlitts,he 
there fate down, and viewing the Herbs and Graſs 


of the field, in his inward Light, he ſaw into their 


Effences,uſe,and properties,which was diſcover to 


him by their Lineaments, Figures, and Signatures. 

In like maner did he behold the whole Creation, 
and from that Fountain of revelation wrote his 
Book de $ ignatura Rerum. In the unfolding of theſe 
Myſteries, before his underſtanding, he had an 0- 
ver-meaſure of joy , yet returned home and took 
care of his Family, and liv'd in great peace and ſi- 
lence , ſcarce intimating to any theſe wonderfull 
things that had befaln him, till in the year 1610. be- 
ing again taken into this Light, leſt the Myſteries 
reveald unto him ſhould paſs through: him as a 


ſtream, he took Pen and Ink in hand, and —_ 
or 
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for a Memorial, than intending any Publication, he 
writ the firſt book of his, call'd e Aurora, or The 
AAorning redneſs; 

The Book being found about him, by a man of 
great quality, with whom he converſed, was recei- 
ved with that deſire that he immediatly disjoyned 
it, and caus'd it to be coppyed out 1n a few Hours. 

Thus, contrary to the Author's intention, it be- 
came publick, and after a while , fell into the hands 
of one (Fregory Richter, the Superintendent of Gor- 
litts, who making uſe ( as1s uſual) of his Pulpit, 
and the liberty granted him of ſpeaking without a 
Gainſayer, to revile what and whom he pleas'd, He 
endeavour'd to ſtir up the Magiitracy to exerciſe 
their juriſdiction 1n rooting out this ſuppoſed 
Church-weed. 

And this he did withſo much vehemency & pre- 
tence of godly zeal,that the Senate took ſome notice 
of it, and convened Jacob Behmen before them , ſei- 
ſing his book, and admoniſhing him to imploy his 
mind in the affairs of his Trade, and for the future 
leave off the writing any more books, wherein he 
ſaw was ſo much offence. 

This occaſion brought this man firſt into pub- 
lick notice, for, at the hes of the buſineſs, ſuch 
was the unchriſtian heat and diſtemper of the Mi- 
niſter, and ſo much the meekeeſs of Jacob Behmen , 
that it gave great advantage to his repute, and fur- 
therance to his Miniſtration, and credit to that in- 
ward School , from whence he came out ſo well 
taught, ; 

F or afterwards this very Book, which the Senate 


had ſeized on,was by themſelves preſented to the 
| Electoral 
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EkaoralCourt-Marſhal:at Dreſdey,when-hecame - 
ro Gorlitts, and was afterwards by:him ſent'ty' Am- 
fterdam , from whence I believe the firſt impresſion 
came forth. os SLETDATE 
Upon the command of the Senate , he abſtain'd”* 
from writing ſeven. years, at the end of which, a 
new motion from on high ſeizing upon him, and 
taking captive theſe rational humane prohibitions 
that held him bound, the again writes; out of -whart 
Principle, and how mov'd,, his own words'can beft 
exprels. | 
« Art ( ſaith he \) hath not written here, neither | 
<* was there any time to conſider how to ſet, it: pun- 
«& ally down, according;to the right underſtand- 
© ing of the letters, but all was order'd according to 
*the direction of the Spirit , which often went 
<* in haſt; ſo that in many words letters may be 
* wanting, and 1n ſome places a Capital letter for | 
*aword; Sothat the Penmans hand , by reaſon 
& he was not accuſtomed to it, did often ſhake : 
* And though I could have written in a more ac- 
< curate, fair, and plain maner , yet the.reaſon 
£ was this, that the burning fire did often force 
& forward with ſpeed, and the Hand and Pen muſt 
* haſten directly after it; for it cometh and goeth as 4 
&* ſuddain fhow'r: and further he ſanth,* I can write 
* nothing of my ſelf but as a Child which neither 
* knoweth nor underſtandeth any thing,which nei- 
** ther hath ever . been learnt, but only that which 
<* the Lord; vouckfafeth toknow um me. according 
< to the meaſure as himſelf manifeſts in me :; 
* For;E never deſfir'd to know any thing of the Di- 
* vine Myſtery, much leſs underſtood I the - x 
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ſeek and findit; I knew nothing 'of 1t, as it is the 
< condition of poor Lay-men1n their Simplicity. 

< [ ſought only after the Heart of Teſus Chriſt, that 
<* might hide my felf therein from the wrathfull 
© anger of God,and the violene aflaults of the Devill ; 
* And I beſought the Lord earneſty for his Hol 
* Spirit and his Crace, that he would pleaſe to bl 
<* and guide me in him, and take that away from me 
* which did turn me from him; and I reſign'd my ſelf 
* wholly .co him, that | might not live to my own 
<« will, but His; and that He only might lead and 
« dire&.me, to the end 1 might be his Child in his 
© Fon lelus. 

*© [n this my earneſt and Chriſtian ſeeking and de- 
«fire (and wherein I ſufterr'd many a ſhrewd re- 
© pulſe, but at laſt reſoly'd rather to put my ſelf in ha- 
*zard than give over and leave off, ) Ihe Gate 'was 
* open'd unto me, that in one quarter of an hour 1 


* ſaw and knew more than if I had been many years 


together at an Univerſity, at which | did exceed- 
*ingly admire, and thereupon turn d my praiſe to 
* God for it. 

& For | ſaw and knewthe Being of all beings , the 
© Byſs and the Abyſs, and the eternal Generation of 
* the Holy Trinity, the Deſcent and Original of the 
* World, and of all Creatures through the Divine 
* Wiſdom; 1 knew and ſaw in my felf all the three 
* Worlds, namely, The Divine, the Angelical, and 
*the Paradiſaical and, The dark World, the original 
* of the Nature, to the fire, and then Thirdly the E- 
* ternal and viſible World, being of a procreation or 
*extern Birth, from both the Internal and Spiritual 
* Worlds; And I faw and knew.the whole working 
*Effence. in the Evill and in the Good, and the 'mu- 
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« tual original, and exiſtence, of each of them ; 
« And likewiſe how the fruitfull-bearing womb of 
« Eternity brought forth. 

« $o that I didnot only greatly wonder at it, 
&« but did alſo execdingly rejoyce, and preſently it 
« came powerfully into my mind, to ſet the ſame 
« down in writing, for a Memorial for my ſelf, 
« ( albeit ) I could very hardly apprehend the 
« ſame, in my external Man, and expreſs it with 
* the pen. 

< Yet however I muſt begin to labor in theſe 
< oreat myſteries, as a Child that goes to School ; 
By Flaw it as in a great deep in the internal. 
| © Forl had a thorough veiw of the Univerle, as 
* ina Chaos, wherein all things are couch'd, and 
< wrapt up, but it was impoſsible for me to expli- 
© cate the ſame. a 

« Yet it open'dit ſolf in me, from time to tine, 
*as ina yohg plant ; Albeit, the ſame was with 
<* me, for the ſpace of twelve years, and jt was as it 
<* were breeding, and I found a powerfull inſtigati- 
< on within me, before I could bring it forth into 
« external form of writing ; And what ever I 
* could apprehend with | + external Principle of 
** my whe that ſame I wrote down. as 

« But however afterward the Sun did {tune on 
* the, a good while , but not conſtantly, for the 
< Sun did hide it ſelf, and then I knew not, nor 
© well underſtood my own labour. So that man 
* muſt acknowledg, that his knowledg is not his 
* own, but from God, who Manifeſts the Ideas of 
* wiſdome, to the foul of man, in what meaſure he 
© pleaſeth. 
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\ In the Guidance of this light, and from this prin- 


ciple, he wrote theſe following works. 


1. Anno 1612. He wrote the fuſt 


Bok called Aurora, the Ri- | 


ſing of the Sun. 


2. Anno 1619. T be ſecond Bock. 


Of the Three Principles. 

. Anno 1620, A Bock of f the, 

Three-fold life of Man. 
4. An Anſwer to the 40. 


by Doftor Balthaſar Walter. 
5. Three Books. The firſt, of the 
[ ncarnation of Jeſus Chriſt, 


The ſecond of t 


Chrift. Thbe third. of the Tree 
of Faith. 

6, A Bockof Six Points. 

7. A, Book of the Heavenly and 
Earthly Myſtcriure. 

2 A Buk of the Laſt Times 1o 
7 4 

g. Anno 1621, 4 Buck De S1g- 
natura Rerum, or the Signa- 
ture of all things 

io. 4 Conſolatory Buk of the 

owr Complextons, 

11. An 4 polsgte to Balthaſar T1}- 

ken, mm two farts. 

A ronſederatuon upon Eſaias 

Steefclls Book, 

Anno 1622. 4 Bock of true 

Re NCE. 

A Bookof true Reſignation. 

A Book of Regeneration. 

Anno 1623. 4 Bock of Pre- 


12, 


13. 


14. 
15. 
16. 


Suffering, 
Death , & Reſurrection of 


29. 


Repentance. 
18, -The Myſterum Magnum 
upIn Geneſis. 
19, Anno 1624, AT able of the 
Principles, or 4 Key of his 
s to G, F. and IH. 


{20, pr. Bock of the Superſen- 
Que-| 
ſhons of the Soul, propounded 


ſuall Life, 

(21.) 4 little Book of Divine 
Conremplation. 

22, A Book of the two Teſta- 
ments of Chriſt, viz.. Bap- 
tiſm and the Supper of & 
Lord. 


23. A between the ew 


lightaed and the uneulightd 
Soul. 


An 7 xpon the Book of 
dir 


efted 4. 


24. 


trueR 


26, 4n Epitome of the Myftert 
um 

( 27.) The Holy Weeks, or the 
Prayer-Book. 

4 T able of the Divize Mani- 
teftation, or a» Expolition 
of the Threefold ' World, » 
I.S. V.S. and A.V.F. 

A Bokof the Erours of te 
Sets of Ezechiel Meths to 
A.P.A. or an Apology to Eſaias 
Steefell 


28, 


deſtination and Elettionof| 
God. 


17. 


— 
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A ſhot Compendum f 


4B who The laſt Judges 


ment. 
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4 | Further 


31 Certain Letters to divers per-| The Books which the Au- 
ſons , written at divers times, thor finiſhed not, are mar- 
with certain Keys for ſome bidden | ked with this Sign ( ) 


words. 


Many of theſe works have of late been publiſh- 
ed, in the Engliſh tongue , by the induſtry of 
a Gentelman, to whoſe pains our Engliſh Com- 
mon-wealth reſts much oblig'd, the reſt remain yet 
lockt up, and expect the diligence of the ſame or 
ſome other ſuch generous ſpirit. | 

The publication of his firſt book call'd » Aurora, 
or the Morning redneſs, brought from all parts 
great reſort to him of learned men, and moſt ſpect- 
ally Chymiſts, with whom much converſing, he 
got the uſe of thoſe Latine and Greek words that 
are frequent in his works, himſelf often complain- 
ing of the barrenneſs of his mother tongue, to bring 
forth into ſignificant expreſſion that notion that lay 
clear, and orderly , in his mind, and frequently 
wiſh d,that he had in his youth made himſelt Maſter 
of ſome other language, from whence he might 
perhaps have commanded a word , or *phrale, of 
great uſe, and conveniency, to the unfolding what 
he had to propoſe. 

The Greek word, 1dea, pleas'd him much, he was 
us'd to call it his [a pure, heavenly virgin, a ſpirt- 
tual bodily exalted goddeſs. 

Of thoſe-learn'd men, that convers'd with him 1n 
the greateſt familiarity, was one Balthazar Walter, 
this Gentelman was a Sileftan by birth, by profeſlion 
a Phyſician,and had 1n the ſearch of the antient Ma- 
g ck learning, travell'd through Egypt, Syria, and 
the Araby's, and there found ſuch ſmall mas 
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of it, that he return'd empty, and unſatisfy'd, into 
his own Country, where hearing of this man, he 
repair'd to him, and did, as the Queen of Sheb, 
with King Solomon, try him with thoſe hard Que- 
ſtions, concerning the Soul, which with the anſwers 
to them, are now publique in many languages ; 
from whence, and from frequent diſqourſes with 
him, he was ſo ſatisfy'd that he there ſtay'd three 
months, and profeſs'd, that from his converſe, he 
had receiv'd more ſolid anſwer to his curious ſcru- 
ples, than he had found among the belt wits of 
thoſe more promiſing Climats, and for the future, 
deſiſted from following rivulets, fince God had o- 
pen'd a fountain at his own door. 

[t is a range thing to ſee, how nature,reaſon,and 
humane wit, have buſied themſelves to underſtand 
and comprehend this divine wiſdom, how many 
have been diſtracted in the ſearch of it, and forced 
back in their bold attempts,into fooliſh infatuations, 
madneſs, and ſtupid brutiſms. 

Others like Penclope's woers ( who not being a- 
ble to win her to their unchaſt imbraces, ſatisfy'd 
their luxurious appetites upon her handmaids) not 
being able to draw down this chaſt Virgin of the 
heavenly wiſdom, into their adulterous 1mbraces, 
have fallen foul upon her counterfeits, and thoſe 
not her true. handmaids, the Angels of God, but 
the ſons of Earth, Air, or hell, masking themſelves 
in the names and appearances of Angels of light ; 
hence hath the ignorance of ſome, = of others, 
miſtaken the true ſons of wiſdom, for thoſe dark 
pretenders. 

It was the Phariſes judgement of our Saviour, 
Say 
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Say we not well thou art a Samaritan,and haſt a devil? 
and in another place , T his man caſteth out devills 
by Beelxebub the Prince of devills ; {o loth is humane 
reaſon to ſubmit to, or conceive a poſsbility of, that 
perfect wiſdom, and power,that is in death,and ſelf- 
denyall, brought forth, to the glory of him that is 
the father of it, and raiſer from the dead, but will 
rather limit the great Creator, in-natural Conſe- 
quences, or ſuppoſe worſe of their fellow Creatures, 
as going leſs by the forbidden familiarity with 
wicked ſpirits. 

] he ſame meaſure receiv'd Facob Behmen, in his 
generation, for the appearing of that unuſual know- 
ledg, and deep revelation of myſteries, in a veſlell 
ſo contemptible to the magnificent mind of man, 
brought ſuch hard Cenſure as theſe, from the ſtu- 
pid world, which appear'd one time moſt eſpecaally ; 
The manner thus. 

Sitting.by himſelf in hs houſe, one knock'd at his 
door,to which he repairing, when he had open'd it, 
a perſon of a mean ſtature, of a ſharp and ſtern look 
ſaluted him curteouſly, congratulating to him that 
great and wonderfull knowledge he had receiv'd, 
and humbly made known to him, that he heard that 
he was bleſt, with a ſingular ſpirit, the like whereof 
had not lately appear'd among the Children of 
men ; that it was a humane, and friendly duty, ly- 
ing upon every man, to impart the good things 
 vouchſafed him,to his. needy neighbour,and himſelf 
was now a needy Petitioner that he would yield 
ſome of that ſpirit to him ; In which requeſt if he 
pleasd to gratify him , he would in ſuch things 
wherein he abounded, give a fitting recompence, 
making 
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making a covert tender of ſome moneys , to ſatisfy 
Facob Bebmens necelſsities, to whom he reply'd 
with thanks, T hat he did count himſelf unworthy'of 
the efteeme of having theſe greater gifts, and Arts, as 
was by him imagin'd, and Fat af . in himſelf, an in- 
tire love to his neighbour, and ſimple perſeverance in 
the upright belief, and faith in God ; and for any other 
indowments beyond theſe, he neither had them , nor 
eſteem d them ; much leſs ( as his words ſeem'd tg in- 
timate ) enioy'd the fociety of any familiar ſpirit. 

Tint ( ſaith he) if there be in you that tefire of ob- 
taining the Spirit of God, you muſt as I have done, do 
earneſt repentance, and pray the Father from whom all 
good gifts do come, and he will give it, and it will lead 
you into all truth. 

This fooliſh man contemning this plain inſtru- 
tion , became ſomewhat uncivilly importunate, 
and begun with words of Magick conuration, to 
force the ſuppos d fanmliar ſpirit from Facob Beh- 
men. 

At which his boldneſs and folly,T.B. being nota 
little mov'd 1n ſpirit, took him by the right hand, 
and look'd him ſternly 1n the face, intending an 
imprecation to his perverle ſoul ; At which this 
Exorcilt trembling, and amaz'd, ask'd forgiveneſs, 
whereupon Facob Behmen remitted his zeal, dehor- 
ting him earneſtly from that Simonian, and diabo- 
lical practiſe, permitting him, 1n hopes of future a- 
mendment, to depart 1n peace. 

| have been ſeriouſly conſidering with my ſelf, 
why the Scribes and Phariſes of this world, ſhould 
in this meaſure hate, and blaſpheme theſe men, and 
not rather rejoyce, that under their miniſtration, 
ſome grow up to theſe pertections, Is 
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Is it not exceeding unnatural, for a Parent to 
deſire the perpetual infancy of his Child ? in Crea- 
cures deſtitute of reaſon , it would be unkindly ; 
ſhould a filly bird, as ſoon as with yong, fitting ſhe 
found the ſhell to break, and ſome lite appear, to 
kill and ſuppreſs that, and not rather Cherith, and 
take neerer to her, the hopes of the fruit of her long 
labour? 

Into what a lameneſs, and dwarfiſh ſtature have” 
theſe our dry nurſes brought us, and made ſuch pyg- 
my, petted andſelf will'd Chriſtians, that we are 
ſcarce .company for the nobler brure ? under ſome 
of which, had we been brought up, we might have 
learnt more vertue, than in.the Attendance of theſe 
poylonous doetrins, that ſuperſede the bent of mans 
mind, from living truly with his God. 

What a height of Preſfumption is it, to believe 
that the wiſdom ' and fullneſs of God can ever be 
pent up in a Sydonical Canon ? how overveen- 
ing are we to |1mit the ſncceſsive manifeſtations, to 
a preſent rule, and light, |” all that comes 
not forth in its height and breadth ? 

[ have much obſerv'd ic, that if it fortune any 
member of the Church., to have a doarine, 
or exhortation, made known to him, or have his 
mind furniſh'd. with other notions than what he 
learnt from his Paſtor, it 1s felony in Divinity, and 
if they cannot find an old Heretick, in their black 
Calender, that will challeng the opinions, an in- 
dictment that they are Ignor: cujuſdam, will by them 
be eſteem'd good in Law, whereon to bring him 
to trialtand judgement. 

Such entertainment as this, as I ſhew'd before, 
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had our Facob Behmens firſt appearances to the 
publique,but a good while after he liv'd in peace,by 
the prudence of the civil Magiſtrate , till he was 
again 'brought in queſtion upon an occaſion this 
following extra out of a friends letter will acquaint 
you with. | 
SIR, 

To anſwer your friendly. requeſt , in atteſting 
what I know for truth concerning the bleſſed man 
Facob Bebmen, I am no lefle willing, than in the du- 
ty of a Chriſtian oblig'd. 

My acquaintance with him began about Fuly 
1618. at Lauben, by means of two common friends 
to us both, the one a Tradeſ-man now deceaſt , by 
name Liberius Schnollee,. the other was one 4ohbe- 
mon Schroter, a young Miniſter, his wives brother, 
both ftudious of his Writings, and ſuch as had by 
real experiment found the truth of what he affirms 
about thoſe extraordinary illuminations God uſu- 
ally imparts to ſouls that in a way of humility aad 
obedience do with ardent and unwearied prayers 
deſire his Spirit. 

The happy occaſion of this firſt converſe came 
from a prequdicate mind | had againſt him, being 
Tutor to the ſons of Mr. Balthaſar Tilcken then his 
enemy, whence expreſsing in too harſh language 
(which God forgive me)my diſlike of the man and 
his Tenents,cheſe friends upon his comming to Lau- 
ben defird my company with him to an amiable 
conference about my diſlatisfactions, wherein his ſo- 
lid anſwers and mildneſs in bearing with that diſpu- 
cious frowardneſs the Schools infected me 
with, ſtruck ſodeep into my conſcience, as I could 
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not longer reſift the ſpirit and power of Chriſt in 
his diſcourſes, but yielded up my ſelf Truth's pri- 
ſoner, for which I ever praiſe God. Since that time 
[ have neither ſpoke with him, nor ſeen him. 

But as for what paſs'd twixt him and his moſt bit- 
ter, enemy, the miniſter of Corlitz, as twas firſt re- 
lated to me by a friend, and after confirm'd by di- 
vers perſons of credit, I (hall now give you a re- 
lation. 

* This miniſter had lent a young Baker a Doller 
«* to buy a little meal, to make cakes againſt the ho- 
« ly-dates, out of which he brought him a pretty 
< big one for a thank-offering, and. having withia a 
« forthnight ſold off his Batch, reſtores him preſently 
* his mony with thanks, not 1magining an expecta- 
** tion of any further intereſt for ſo ſhort a loan ; but 
** this 1t ſeems ſatisfied not, the miniſter in high rage 
* curſes the man,; with little lefſe than damnation to 
* his ſoul, upon which he deſpairing of his ſalvati- 
<* on falls intoa desp melancholy, and being well- 
*© nigh diſtracted, his Wife gets her Kinſman Fa- 
<« cob Behmen to come and confer with him, who 
* having heard out the cauſe of his diſtemper, and 
* comforted him, repairs to the angry Clergy man, 
** expreſſes with all ſubmiſsion the young mans 
** error, it he had through 1gnorance of his pleaſure 
* committed any, offers him if he defir'd it the ut- 
* moſt ſatisfaction, and upon thele terms intreats his 
* favour to the perplexed ſoul. 

* But the miniſter turning his choler upon the 1n- 
* terceflor, demands angrily, W hat had he to doe to 
* trouble him ? bids him get him gone about his 
* own buſineſs, or he would ſend him away with a 

| F Vengeance. 
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< vengeance. So ſeeing no hopes to appeale him, he 
« bid God keep his worſhip, and departed, but ere 
< he was got out of the door, the furious Prelate en- 
< rag'd yet more at his mild falute, throws his lip- 
< per at him, calling him wicked raſcall, and diſ- 
« daining a good night from his mouth , the hum- 
<« ble man nothing mov'd takes up the ſlipper and 
< lates it again at his feet, intreats him not to be an- 
< ory, that he knew not how he had wrong'd him, 
« praies God have him1n his keeping, andfo parts. 

< Fhe Superintendent's choler does not yet ceaſe 
* boyling : the next Sunday he ratles bitterly in the 
< pulpit againſt Facob Behmen even by name, thun- 
« ders againſt the Senate for tolerating ſuch a per- 
{© nicious hererick and ſworn enemy of the miniſte- 
< rial function, who not content to write blaſphe- 
* mous books, and pervert fouls, durſt preſumeto 
{© come and diſturb the miniſter in his own houſe, 
< that if they longer ſufter'd and did nor __ him 
< their territories, they would move God in his 
< wrath, to ſinck their City, as he did thoſe with- 
« ſtanders of Moſes and Aaron, the rebellious Core 
's Dathan and e Abiram, with their complices. 

«© The innocent man allthe while he was thus 
<© bitterly raild againſt, ſtood leaning upon a pillar 
** juſt over againſt the pulpit, yet ſaid nothing but 
* « ſtaid in the Church nll all were gone out, and the 
« Superintendent among the laſt , whom he fol- 
<< low'd into the Church-yard, and there told him 
« how he was griev'd to hear himſelf fo publickly, 
<« and as he thought cauſelefly, defam'd, yer reque- 
- © ſted that rather than proceed in that way of pub- 
< lick reproach, he there before his reverend - 
plain, 
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« plain that accompanied him, let him privatly know 
cc bis offence, and it ſhould be Ka 7 The Mi- 
* niſter would ar firſt give no anſwer to his ſute ; at 
« length, upon much importunity, turning to him 
« with a fell and ſtern viſage, cries, Get thee behind 
«© me Sathan, avant thou turbulent unquiet fpirit to 
« thy abyſle of Hell ; doſt thou till perſiſt withou® 
© all reſpe&t of my function to moleſt and diſgrace 
«* me? to which ſurly repulſe, the true-ſpirited 
« Chriſtian gave this incomparably modeſt re- 
« plie. 

Yea reverent Sir, I know well, and much ho- 
nour your function ; I'defire not to lay any aſ- 
perſion upon it or your ſelf, only intreat you (for 
your own and your fun&tions honour, which en- 
Fages you not to trample upon a ſubmiſsive of- 
ender., much lefle innocent ) to tell me candidly 
where my fault hes: and further turning to the 
Chaplain, faid; Reverend and courteous Sir,l pray 
be pleasd to intercede for me with our Miniſter, 
that he would, laying afide this violent paſsion, 
tell me ingenuouſly wherein | have offended him, 
that | may, by the beſt ſatisfaction | can, appeaſe 
his wrath; that he, may ceale incenfing the.Magi- 
ſtrate againſt me : But no ſubmiſsion would allay 
* his rage, bur in heat he ſends his ſervant for the 
* town'Serſeant to lay hold of him, and carry him 
* away to priſon; but his Chaplain modeſtly ex- 
*cuſing the poor man, diſſuaded him from the ex- 
* ecution of this piece of the tragedy. 

** The next morning the Senators meeting in the 

* Council-houſe, cite Facob Behmen to appear be- 
* fore them, examin him of his life, and the ſcandal 
| F 2 he 
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< he had offer'd the Miniſter that made him with 


<« ſuch vehemencetoexclaim againſthim; buthecon- 
* ſtantly affirming himſelf utterly ignorant of any 
< juſt cauſe of offence he had given him, and hum- 
« bly praying he might be ſent for to declare the 
< grounds of his accuſation ; they eſteeming this 
E juſt motion, ſent two men of quality of the Town 
< to him, to deſire him either to come and perſonal- 
&« |y make known his grievances to the Court,or at 
< leaſt inform them of the matter by thoſe they had 
< ſent to him for that pros ; but he again falling 
< into paſsionat this demand, ſaid, he had nothing 
< to doe with the Counſell-houſe, what he had 
{© to ſay he would ſpeak in his own Conſiſtory the 
<« Pulpit, what he Fm there dictate they muſt 0- 
< bey without contradiction ; and without more a- 
< doe diſable this wicked Heretick from further op- 
< poſing the miniſteriall fun&tion by baniſhing him 
< their City,elſe the curſe of Gre, Dathan and Abi- 
< ram, would [ight upon them all. 

«© With this the poorSenate,a little ternfied, fear- 
*1ng the preachers ſpleen, and his power 1n the 
« Duke of Saxonies Court, fall to freſh conſultati- 
<« on ; and ſome of the more upright and moderate 
<* men ( ſeeing neither their reaſons nor votes able 
< to countervalle the fears or worſe palsions of the 
< major part ) departing the Court ; the reſt,upon 
<« this meer groundleſs clamour of their Caiaphas, 
< huddle up a ſentence of baniſhment againſt ther 
< innocent fellow Citizen, and proſecute it with al 
<« yehemence. He hearing it, faid only, I doe, got 
« tlemen, with all willing ſubmuſsion obey your Ue- 
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< ſettle my {mall affairs there,and take my fanmvly a- 
< Jong with me, or at leaſt take leave of them , but 
© neither would this ſmall peice of humanity be al- 
<« Jow'd him, but he nwſt according to the Courts 
*Uunalterable Decree forthwith depart : his anſwer 
* was, that ſeeing 'twould be no better he was con- 
* tent,and thereupon preſently got him out of town; 
* ſpending the remainder of the Day in a me- 
<« Jancholy walk about the town-feilds , and the 
*+© Night in what Harbour we know not. 
< But the Senate, meeting again next morning, 
*© upon ſoberer thoughts repeal their ſentence, ſend 
© toſeek out their innocent Exile, and bring him 
* back with honour;yet ſtill tir'd with the Prelat's in- 
* ceſlant clamour, they at length ſend for him again, 
< and intreat him,that in love to the Cities quiet, he 
© would ſeek himſelf a habitation elſewhere; which 
<< if he would pleaſe to doe, they ſhould hold them- 
« ſelves oblig'd to him for it, as an acceptable ſer- 
* vice. In complyance with this friendly requeſt of 
<< theirs, he removes to Dreſden. 


Our Author from whom we have moſt of thoſe Materi- 
als that make v4 the Hiſtory of has life, is not ſo pun- 
FFual as might be wiſht, in ſetting down particularly 
the queſtions and anſwers on both fides,at the follow- 
ing CEE alas what he hath related we ſhall give 


y0u as near as may be in his own expresſion. 


Upon a Citation, Facob Behmen came to Dre/- 
den, before his Highneſs the Prince Elecor of Sax- 
ony, where were aſſembled ſix Doctors of Divinity, 
( beſides Mathemaricians ) as ( Dr. Hoben, Dr. 
Aey/ner, Dr. Baldwin, Dr. Gerhard, Dr. Leyſern 
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and theſe (in the preſence of his Highneſs the Prince 
 Elector began to examine himconcerning his wri- 
tings,andthe high Myfteries thereinas alſo ofmany 
rofound'Queries in Divinity, Philoſophy, andthe 
achemetichs, they propounded unto him ;to all 
which he anfwer'd and reply'd with ſuch meekneſs 
of ſpirit , ſuch depth of. knowledge, andfullneſs of 
matter, that none of theſe Doctors and*Profeflors 
return'd one word of diſlike or contradiction. 

The Prince his Highneſs much adrur'd him,and 
requir'd to know the reſult of their judgements, in 
what they had heard ; but the Doctors and Exami- 
ners defir d to be excus'd, and- intreated: his. High- 
neſs that he would have patience untill the ſpirit of 
the man had more plainly declar'd it ſelf, for in.ma- 
ny particulars they could not underſtand him ; Ne- 
vertheleſs they hoped that hereafter he would make 
it more clear unto them, and then they would ten- 
der their judgements, but for the preſent they could 
not. | 

Then Facob Behmen propounded ſome queſti- 
ons to them, to which they return'd anſwers with 
much modeſty ; and as it were amazd that they 
ſhould ( fo much beyond their expectation ) hear, 
from a man of that mean quality and Education, 
ſuch myſterious depths as were beyond the fathom 
of their comprehenſion. 

Then he conferr'd with them touching moſt of 
the errors of thoſe times; pointing as-it were with 
the finger, at the originalls of them ſeverally, de- 
claring urfto them the naked truth, and the great 
difference betwixt it and ſome erroneous ſuppo- 
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To the Aftrologers allo ( for there were two pre-' 
ſent) having diſcourſt ſomething of their ſcience, he 
ſaid, Behold, thus farr is the knowledge of your Art 
right and good, grounded in the myſtery of nature, but 
b. 2 is over and above ( inſtancing in ſeveral parti- 
culars). are meer heatheniſh additions, the fooliſhneſs 
and blindneſs of heathens , which we Chriſtians ought 
not to follow or unitate. 

Then his Highneſs the Prince Elector, being ve- 
ry much ſatisfy'd in his anſwers,took him apart 
the Company,and diſcours'd with him a good ſpace 
concerning ſeveral points of difficulty, 5 RA be- 
ing well ſatisfy'd he courteouſly diſmiſs'd him. 

Aﬀer this examination Dr. Aﬀeiſner and Dr. 
Gerhard, mecting at Wittengberg, began to diſcourſe 
of Facob Behmen, exprelsing how greatly they ad- 
mird at the continu'd harmony of Scriptures pro- 
duc'd by him at his examination, and that they 
- would not for all the. world have ſerv'd his enemies 

malice in cenſuring, him, for fates Dr. Meiſner, 
Who knows but God may have defign'd him for ſome ex- 
traordinary work, and how can we with juſtice paſſe 
Judgement againſt that we on not, for ſurely he 
ſeemes to be a man of wonderfull bigh gifts of the Spirit, 
though we cannot at preſent from any ground of cer- 
- tainty approve or diſapprove of many things he holds 


forth? 
Aﬀeer this it pleas'd God to turn the hearts of ma- 


ny learn'd men and preachers to a ſtudying them- 
ſelves and teaching of others thoſe Do@trines of the 
regeneration, and the means of attaining it, they 
had formerly in a blind zeal exclaim'd againſt as 
Heretical, whereupon they ceas'd from preaching 
or 
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up diſputes and controverſies in Religion, many of 
thoſe being no wayes determinable but by the in- 
tervention of a Divine light above that of reaſon a- 
riſing out of the preg of the new birth, which 
though it cleares up that mans judgement that is 
poſſeſs'd with it, yet can it not allwayes make its 
way to a powerfull diſpelling thoſe clouds of 1gno- 
rance that remain upon the ſouls of others, whence 
they judg'd all conteſt about thoſe difficulties ( be- 
ing moſt pregnant mothers of pride, and contenti- 
on )) as banefull to divine charity, and the common 
peace of mankind. ] 

But for reſolution of all doubts, referrd men to 
an earneſt endeavour after the recovery of the life 
of Chriſt, . the only fountain of all true light and 
right underſtanding in Divine/things. | 

Thus was that excellent hight, ſhining 1n this 
beavenly mans ſoul, by the Crofs deſigne of a ma- 
litious adverſary, lifted up into its candleſtick, and 
brought upon a publick ſtage to give light ts many; | 
for by thele queſtionings, the mans worth came to | 
be taken norice of, and his writings ſought after, 
and (tudied, not only by mean people, but many 
great Rabbies of the Church, and Grandees of the 
world, nay and many in their hearts infidells to all 
Religion, have, in catching only at the bait of his 
myſter:ous Philoſophy, been drawn 1n to the true 
faith and Church of God. 

So that the plentifull harveſt of true ſeekers of 
the heavenly Foun in the inner man (many . | 
of which can ſpeak their experiences of great at- 
tainments) gives great hopes that the day of the | 
revelation of the ſon of man foretold by all the Pro- 

| phets 
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hets and Apoſtles, and copiouſly ſpoken of b 
- na Author, 1s = heh and hal 
ſhortly thine forth in its noon-day glory to the uni- 
verlal rejoycing of the whole Creation. 

Mean while ler us with oil in our lamps, and the 
Wedding garment of.a renewed ſpirit, prepare to 
meet the gp? at his coming. 

T bus = our Relator of the paſſages at Dreſden, 
which whether they happen'd juſt upon the neck of the 
troubles at Gorlits,or upon ſome other occaſion long after, 
We Can give no certain account. 

His ſuperſcription, and motto, in all his milsives, 
were theſe ten words ; Our Salvation in the life of 
Feſus (hriſt in us. 

ln his Seal-ring, he had ingraven a and out- 
ſtretch'd from Heaven, with a twig of chree blown 
Lilies. | 

It is a cuſtom in Germayy, and | haye ſeen ſome 
Germans, ( whom the war had compell'd for reliet, 
t@ come into England ) to carry a little paper book 
in their- pockets, into which their friends do write 
ſome remarkable ſentence , and ſubſcribe their 
names, and this book 1s call'd album amicorum, In- 
to ſuch as theſe our Author wrote thele following 
verles. It 

Vato that man whoſe T ime and Ever 
is all the ſame and altogether : _. 
Has battle's done, his ftreef is ended, 
His ſoul is ſafe, his life's amended. 
Or thus 


Whoſe Ftme and Ever are all. one, 
His ſout's at reſt, bis W arfare's done. 
G 


When 
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W hen the hour of his departure was at hand, 
after he had call'd his ſon Tobias, and ask'd him 
whether he heard that ſweet Harmonious muſick, 
he reply'd, No:open,ſaith he,the door that you may 
the better hear it. And asking what aclock it was, he 
told him it was two: My time, ſaith he, 1s not yer, 
three hours hence is my time ; 1n the mean time he 
ſpake theſe words, O thou ſtrong God of Zebaoth, de- 
liver me according to thy will, T hou crucify'd Lord 
Feſus, have mercy on me, and take me into thy King- 
dome. 

W hen ſix inthe morning came, he took leave 
of his Wife andSon, bleſs'd them,and ſaid, \(ow I gue 
hence into Paradiſe , and bidding his Son turn” him, 
he fertch'd a deep ſigh and departed. 

Thus have you ſeen the journey of this bleſſed 
man on earth, with his laſt farwell ; I confeſs it is 
not uſual in the world, nor oft to be Paralell'd, that 
men of this ſort ſhould have a natural end and'con- 
ſummation of their dayes, moſt of them having 
by the'prevalling party of that preſent generation, 
been «preſented on the ſtage, in dire and diſmal 
{ha —_ their ravenous followers whiſtl'd forth 
to ny and deſtroy them ; e Meons hornes have 
more than once been put on humane heads, where- 
by many good men have been torn in that diſguiſe, 
and have paſt for Hereticks, among unwary Chri- 
ſtians, now through many ages : 1 ſhall propoumd 
it to the conſideration of ſober men,whether too ma- 
ny of thoſe that make profeſsion of Religion in theſe 
dayes, have not in their ſeveral forms , throughly 
devourd and digeſted worldly dominion; ( which 


poor ſouls will invenom and corrupt that fimplici- 
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ty/.that is in Chriſt) and are grown nicely watch- 
full to quench the leaſt appearance of chat Spiric 
that calls to ſufferance, and reliauce on God, The 
glory of the world and dominion of it, was offer'd 
as a temptation to Chriſt, in which he was Con- 
queror ;{hewing his followers an example, where- 
by to gaide their ſteps: For true Chriſttanity is not 
oft, nor hath to do 1n its foundation, with the Regi- 
ment of this world ; which ly's in another being,and 
that from God too, uſt and right in its Creation, 
and yet not Bapris'd; 1s ſituate in a Principle of rare 
and ſingular uſe ro the well-being of mankind, 
whoſe true integrity even very few have attain'd 
unto, though they have cheated themſelves into an 
opinion of being Chriſtians ; It is true, God rules 
articular Creatures many times q inſpiration, 
bor man rules man only with the Inſtruments of 


man. 
Whenl conſider'd the rare perfections of this 


man, and his greas neerneſs to God, I did not alit- 
tle admire, why he endeavor'd not to make himſelf 
the head of ſome Church, and ſeparate, and skill a 
{clect people into ſome peculiarity of outward form, 
and diſcipline ; when throughout all Chriſtendom, 
ſcarce any can pray well, ha's a voluble Enunciati- 

on, or exerciſes a new-found way of Auſterity to- 
wards his Carcaſs, but he makes himſelf the head 

of anew Convent,and order of Confriery's,engag'd 

toa mutual defenſe,and Comanagement,to all CivU 

intereſts, drawing and li TING; 1 univerſal love, 

uprightneſs and ſerviceablenels we owe to the whole 

Creation, to a partial-walking to a few. 

But good and ever to be commended 1s it, to en- 
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ter into agreement for prayer, and mutual exhor- 
tation, heaping in, and blowing the fire of love, 
and living in the freedome of mutual exhortation, 
and reproof. 
Bur with all humulicy, | do propoſe, Whether that 
in an Evangelical miniſtration to intermix there- 
withall as of Civil juriſdiction , and make it an 
earthly Council-houſe for the mutual advancement 
of each other, may not in ſmall time obſcure that 
pure, pretious light , that is the beauty of the Chri- 
ſtian houſhold, and render it as ſpurious, and ille- 
timate, as 1sthe Papacy , or our late national 
Church? 

One ſtory more before I part with my Reader, 
E ſhall beg his pardon in therelation of. 1 was told 
it by two Germans , with whom I was in Londos 
acquainted , and [ believe were of ſo much truth, 
they would not wittingly have miſinform'd me; 
'T'x as, that a perſon well known in Gorlits, walkiog 
with ſome ſtrangers his friends, to ſhew them the 
varieties of the Town, as they paſsd that ſtreet in 
which Facob Behmen once dwelt,” pointing to his 
houſe, There faith he liv'd that Heretick Facob Beb- 
men : upon the uttering of which words, he fell 
down dead. 

Fhis ſtory 1 could parallel with many the like, 
from authenrick Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ; but that fort 
of relation being, upon ſtate intereſt, juſtly laid a- 
fide, as pretending to more authority than indeed 
was due unto it,aiming therby to lead all fucceeding 
Chriftians into an apiſh garb of neceſlary imitating 
our forefathers, I ſhall not give countenance to it,by 
borrowing any thing from thence, leaving it to every 
| mans 
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mans obſervation throughout the courſe of time, that 
God hath more frequently and ſignally appear'd 
1n.the vindication of the honorable memory of his 
Saints, than at any time, in defenſe of their perſons 
while here on earth. 

Your Fathers kill'd the Prophets and you build their 
 Sepulchres. 

So that even blood-thirſty perlecuting men are 
willing to pay the ready obſervance of outward 
reſpects, to that being, which if alive, and preſent in 
a fellow Creature, they would riſe up againſt in in- 
dignation, and crucifie,or expell out of . x7 coaſts : 
from whence it 1s beliey'd, that this violation of the 
memory of a Saint is an extravagancy , and in- 
Juſtice, beyond the bounds of humane anger, and 
remains with none but ſuch as are throughly 
poſleſt with the hate and envy, that wicked 
Spirit hath to the' name and mention of good- 
neſs. 

And now, Reader, I doubt not but thou art ſut- 
ficiently convinc'd, that this man was a Saint ; but 
how to get him a place in the Church-Catender, 
which is now fo throng'd, | am to ſeek, beſides 
ſomething feartull of a repulſe, by reaſon the Com- 
pany there may perhaps be ſomething diſoblig'd 
to him, eſpecially thoſe of the Catholick party : 
Therefore 1 ſhall, with thy noble favour, begin a 
new roll of Civil Saints, in which I ſhall place him 
firſt, hopeing that I may in theſe laſt generations, 
bring him much comynany, of ſuch as have cry'd 
out againſt, acted, and ſuffer'd , to redeem that 
part of mankind joyn'd in the Communion of a 
nation with them, from the captivity of tyrannous 
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